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would have occurred if lie had not prayed as lie
did.

But suppose a modern commander with, an al-
manac in his baggage were in exactly the same
condition. He knows whether or no the eclipse
is predicted to take place. Supposing there is no
eclipse predicted, he might feel that it would have
been immensely important to him if an eclipse were
going to take place, but he may put that out of his
head. He has no expectation that the whole course
of nature will be altered, and the predictions in the
nautical almanac falsified, in order to suit his plans.
To him, therefore, to pray for an eclipse would be
impossible. For him to utter a prayer for one would
be wrong; it would only be a profane mockery.

If we look on the order of nature as carried on in
accordance with the will of God, then, according as
we know more or less of the laws of nature, we may
regard it that we know, in a certain department,
more or less of His will. According, therefore, to
the state of knowledge of the possible supplicant, it
may be that the very same thing is by one man
confidently regarded as a thing that is not to happen,
by another as a thing that, for aught he knows, might
be granted in accordance with his request.

This imaginary example may prepare the way for
the consideration of a question to which, very likely,
there would not be a unanimous answer. Is it lawful,